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THE LONELY HILL. 

From Leopardi. 

Dear to me ever was this lonely hill, 

And this low hedge, whose potent littleness 

Forbids the vast horizon to the eye ; 

For, as I sit and muse, my fancy frames 

Interminable space beyond its bound, 

And silence more than human, and secure 

Unutterable and unending rest, 

Where even the heart has peace. And as I hear 

The faint wind's breath among the trees, my mind 

Compares these lispings with the infinite hush 

Of that invisible distance, and the dead 

And unborn hours of dim Eternity 

With this hour, and its voices. Thus my thought 

Gulphing Infinity doth swallow up, 

And sweet to me is shipwreck in this sea. 

R. Garnett. 
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